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autopsies on cadavers and then moved straight to delivering babies without either washing their 
hands or cleaning their surgical instruments, transferring bacteria and disease from the corpses 
to the women. While Semmelweis used his ambition to succeed and resilience to setbacks in 
order to discover this, he proved unable to persuade the male doctors to change their practices, 
lacking the articulacy to explain his findings or the respect that the male doctors felt they were 
due. Mrs McHugh’s presentation can be found here. Fortunately, we now have a much better 
understanding of scientific practice and hygiene measures, and as a school we will continue to 
focus on the CHARACTER values that will help ensure students are successful: Confidence, 
Happiness, Articulacy, Resilience, Ambition, Courage, Tolerance, Empathy and Respect.

With best wishes for an enjoyable weekend.

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2022 – 2023

Thursday 9 March 2023 Year 10 Online Parents Evening – 4.00pm to 
8.00pm

Friday 17 March 2023 Red nose day – Non uniform day (details TBC)

Tuesday 21 March to Thursday 23 March 2023 School show

Friday 31 March 2023 End of term

Please click here for Term Dates 2022-2023                     Please click here for the School Calendar

The advent of March has seen a small number of staff and students 
celebrate St David’s Day and a larger number of staff welcome World 
Book Day by dressing in various exquisite and elaborate costumes. Once 
again competition between the English and Maths teachers was fierce, 
though Mrs McHugh (deputy headteacher) stole the show as Luna 
Lovegood from the Harry Potter novels. 

During this week’s assemblies, Mrs McHugh focused on a quite different 
character, Ignaz Semmelweis, and what his contribution to science and 
medicine tells us about the relative importance of different CHARACTER 
values. Semmelweis was determined to find out why so many more 
women died in childbirth when male doctors were delivering their 
babies, than when female nurses were responsible for delivery. After 
much patient research and consideration, Semmelweis realised that 
basic hygiene was the primary reason the male doctors performed

https://www.denefield.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=804&type=pdf
https://www.denefield.org.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=24
https://www.denefield.org.uk/calendar/?calid=2,2&pid=7&viewid=2


Celebrating our curriculum…

Maths

This week’s update is from our Maths department
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Other news…

The Wellbeing Hub



Other news…

.

Childrens mental health week

Games were played, money was raised, and laughter echoed around the Da Vinci space on Friday 
10 February, as the student ambassadors filled the hall with a variety of fun-filled, fabulous 
fundraising activities.   

The enterprising event aimed simultaneously to support students' positive mental health in the 
school community and to raise money for the UK charity 'Mind'. 
The student ambassadors’ hard work paid off, as they raised £266 over the lunch break to raise 
awareness of mental health and support a charity whose ultimate goal is to ensure they are there 
for young people finding things hard and to help everyone understand mental health problems, 
so no one has to feel alone. 

Thank you to all the staff who supported, especially the House team, Mr Shaw and Mr Clare, Mr 
Lean, Mr Olson, Miss Wheeler and Mrs Williams, who were amazing sports being pied in the face, 
as they played 'Pie or Pass', and to our wonderful facilities team who helped clear up after the 
event. But when all was over, prize winners notified and messages of respect and love delivered 
one question remains - who did send that anonymous Valentines note to Mr Wright? 



Other news…

Extra-curricular

Please see below details of our extra-curricular activities which take place during lunch times and 
after school. Details can also be found here on our website. 

https://www.denefield.org.uk/page/?title=Extra+Curricular+Activities&pid=28


Other news …

PE Extra-curricular

Library news
World Book Day is this week! Please download your token here to get a free book or £1 off any 
book at participating stores.

https://worldbookclone.wpenginepowered.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/WBD23-digital-1-book-token_UK_secondary.pdf


Community notices…

All Yours


