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Friday 16 December 2022



We are saying goodbye to an important handful of teachers who have made a big contribution in 
their short time with us. Mrs Blower leaves the English and Media faculty and is relocating to 
Lincolnshire. Miss Angell leaves the PE, Sport and Health faculty and is relocating to South Wales. 
Mr White is leaving the Maths and Computing faculty for pastures new. I wish all three staff the 
very best in the next phase of their lives and careers. We are fortunate to have made two 
excellent appointments to start in January. Miss Ahearn, who used to teach Geography at 
Denefield until 2019, returns as Head of Geography and Deputy Head of Faculty, releasing Mr Jim 
Wheeler, an excellent all-round teacher, to teach Maths). Miss Upston, an experienced local 
teacher, joins the PE, Sport and Health faculty to replace Miss Angell. We wish these new 
members of staff a very successful and enjoyable start to their time with us at Denefield.

I do hope you and your households have an enjoyable Christmas break. I look forward to seeing 
students back in the new year!

With best wishes

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2022 – 2023​

Friday 16 December 2022 End of term – students finish at 12.40pm

Tuesday 3 January 2023 Students return to school 9.28am for 9.30am 
registration

Thursday 19 January 2023 Year 9 Options Evening – details TBC

Included in this edition...

As the term draws to a close, and Christmas draws nearer, I simply wish 
to thank all our teaching staff and support staff for their excellent work 
this year, and to thank and congratulate all students for their focus, 
positivity and contributions to school life. I was delighted that yesterday 
we were able to reward our hardest working and most reliable students 
by giving them a cinema experience in the hall. In the morning around 
100 students from Years 7, 8 and 9 and in the afternoon around 100 
students from Years 10 and 11 were treated to a Hollywood blockbuster, 
complete with popcorn, while their classmates continued with their 
studies. It was a very fitting way to reward some of the many Denefield
students who get it right every time and who are a credit to themselves 
as well as the school.



Celebrating our students…

.
Christmas Concert

Denefield students set a festive note last Thursday at the annual Christmas Concert. There was a 
wide range of musical styles and drama performances on offer and all age-groups were 
represented, making this a truly special occasion.
The tone was set from the start as Mollie sang the aptly entitled It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas. Thereafter, we heard some excellent solos - notably Judith’s Meditation by Massenet 
and Evie’s In the Bleak Midwinter – duets, such as Daisy and Joseph’s O Holy Night and trios, 
including Abi, Fleur and Cery’s own arrangement of Last Christmas. The drama group performed 
an excellent short version of Dickens’ Christmas Carol .
More lively pieces included the Wind Ensemble’s jazzy versions of Jingle Bells and We wish you a
Merry Christmas, and the Year 8 Band’s alternative version of Jingle Bells. The Ukulele Group 
charmed us with their performance of Silent Night, while the Year 10 GCSE group presented a 
stylish interpretation of Wonderful Christmastime. The choir, too, were busy, singing two numbers 
from The Lion King and giving a rousing end to the evening with Elton John/Ed Sheeran’s Merry 
Christmas and Shakin’ Stephen’s Merry Christmas Everyone.  Very well done to all!



Celebrating our students…

.

Student success

Well done to Layla Jones who is performing, with her fellow 
cast members of Berzerk productions, in this years 
production of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang at The Oakwood 
Centre in Woodley. Tickets are available here if anyone 
wishes to attend

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/berzerkproductions/chitty-chitty-bang-bang-jr/e-zajyxr


Other news…

Mental Health update

Everybody at The Wellbeing Hub wishes the Denefield School community a happy and peaceful 
festive season. Remember that The Wellbeing Hub resources remain available for all during the 
festive season 24/7.



Other news…

Library news

Although school is closed over the Christmas break 
there's lots of e-books (ranging from fiction to revision 
guides to comics) and audio books you can still access 
for free via the Sora app! Watch the short video guide 
here for more information.

To download the app:
• Go to the app store on your device, search for, and 

download for free "Sora"
• Log in by selecting "I have a setup code" and entering 

"uksecondary"
• Select "Denefield School" from the dropdown menu
• If asked to enter any login information, enter the 

same details as RMUnify (the same username and 
password used for logging into any school PC)

The library wishes everyone a well deserved break, 
hopefully with a good book!

Get School Experience days

https://fast.wistia.net/embed/iframe/x1crca6t1n?videoFoam=true


Other news…

Extra-curricular

Please see below details of our extra-curricular activities which take place during lunch times and 
after school. 



Other news…

PE Extra-curricular



Community notices…

Virtu Academy



Community notices…

West Berks Strep A guidance



Community notices…

Ice safety


