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shortest and best version of Dickens’ Christmas Carol that I have yet seen, plenty of excellent solo 
and ensemble singing, some fantastic bands including both the Year 8 band and the Year 10 GCSE 
group band, and some amazing solo and duet instrumental performances. Many of the students 
involved in the concert are also involved in other extra-curricular activities, including the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award and the Combined Cadet Force, while several are trophy winners from the girls’ 
football team. In many ways these students are the lifeblood of the school and with this 
combination of confidence, hard work and a willingness to give to others they are sure to go far in 
life.

A reminder that students break up for Christmas at 12.40pm on Friday 16 December, and return 
on Tuesday 3 January at 9.28am for a 9.30am start.

With best wishes

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2022 – 2023

Wednesday 14 December and Thursday 15 
December 2022

Student Christmas lunch

Thursday 15 December 2022 Sixth Form parents evening online 4.00pm to 
8.00pm

Friday 16 December 2022 End of term – students finish at 12.40pm

Tuesday 3 January 2023 Students return to school 9.28am for 9.30am 
registration

It has been another busy and exciting week at Denefield, full of learning 
and joy. As usual, I have spent a proportion of my week visiting lessons, 
and once more have been impressed with the quality of teaching and 
focus of students. Many Year 11 students have been involved in PPE or 
mock exams this week, either producing stunning pieces of work in Art, 
or practising and polishing their spoken French, German or Spanish. The 
bulk of the PPE exams for both Year 11 and Year 13 take place 
immediately after Christmas, so I wish them well with their preparations. 

Speaking, or writing, of Christmas, the main occasion for joy this week 
was the stunning Christmas concert that took place on Thursday. Mrs 
Idowu and Miss Nicholl crafted an event that was both moving and fun, 
with students from Year 7 through to Year 13 performing a mixture of 
both drama and music. There were so many highlights, including the
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Celebrating our curriculum…

History
This week’s curriculum update is from our History department

What have the students 
been studying recently?

What will the students be 
studying next?

Year 7 The students have been 
studying King John and why 
he had to sign the 
Magna Carta, 1215.

Year 7 will go on to study 
the ground breaking, legacy 
making Tudors.

Year 8 Year 8 have been studying 
slavery and the emergence of 
the Civil Rights Movement in 
America.

In term 3, Year 8 will go on to 
look at South Africa and the 
Apartheid system and the 
resistance against it.

Year 9 Year 9 have studied WWII 
from the militarist 
perspective such as the Battle 
of Britain. The year 9s are 
currently studying 
the Holocaust.

The Year 9s will continue 
their study of the Holocaust.

Year 10 Year 10 are the midst of 
studying Whitechapel in 
terms of its environment and 
the connection to the Jack the 
Ripper murders.

Year 10 will move on to 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England.

Year 11 Year 11 have just completed 
their studies of the Civil 
Rights Movement, 1954-75 
and currently preparing for 
their PPE in the new year.

After the PPE, Year 11 will 
investigate the Vietnam War.

Year 12 Year 12 are currently 
studying two major topics. 
One of their units focuses on 
20th century America. They 
are currently 
studying minority rights 
groups and their fight for 
equality.

In terms of USA, Year 12 will 
go on to study the role of 
women, immigration and 
culture.
For Apartheid in South Africa, 
Year 12 are about to start 
looking at how and why anti-
apartheid 
movements radicalised in the 
1960s.

Year 13 Year 13s are currently 
reading different historians 
and their opinions of the 
origins of the Holocaust.
For the examined units, 
students have been studying 
Poverty and Public Health, 
c1780-1939.

In the new year, Year 13 will 
start writing their coursework 
relating to the origins of the 
Holocaust and which opinion 
they agree with.
Year 13s will be revising for 
their upcoming PPEs, which 
cover units from Year 12 and 
Year 13.



Celebrating our curriculum…

Our History teachers have been asked if they could go back in time, where and when would they 
go and why:

Mr Wheeler – I am torn between 1920s Berlin and Henry VIII’s court. I am fascinated by the power 
games during Henry VIII’s reign. I wonder how close Hilary Mantel was with her depiction of 
Thomas Cromwell. I have read that 1920s Berlin was a liberal, lively city which flourished during 
the Weimar era.

Miss Plumpton – Although I would love to meet Mary I and ask her so many questions about her 
time as the first Queen regnant of England, it would be incredible to go to Medieval Baghdad and 
see for myself the ideas and technologies that were being developed, while England was in the 
'Dark Ages'.

Mr Peacock – I would love to visit Italy at the time of its unification in the 1860s to meet Garibaldi 
(not the biscuit maker...). I'd love to see the birth of a nation state based on military and political 
turmoil with the Prussians and French. Shame it's not possible.

Mr Taylor – Although I am fascinated by ancient civilizations, I think I would love to visit America at 
the time of the 'founding fathers'; to witness the struggle of the 18th century colonists in their 
day-to-day lives in the 'New World' as they sought to gain independence from the British.



Other news…

Mental Health update

Advent is upon us, the festive season is nearly here and the days are getting cold and dark. 
However that doesn’t mean that we need to feel gloomy. At Denefield we have been working hard 
to look after everybody’s mental health.

Our Sixth Form mental health First Aiders have started work with their first mentees, they will be 
going out into some of our feeder primary schools next term to promote positive mental health 
with KS2 children. If you’re not sure who the MHFAs are we will soon have a board in the 
Humanities block with all the information on it. 

Meanwhile, in tutor time and Success for Life, we have been focusing on promoting the use of 
The Wellbeing Hub.
All parents/carers should now have received an email with an access code for The Wellbeing Hub 
and you should be able to access the parent part of the site, which contains a wealth of 
information and resources to help you to help your child and look after yourself.
We have been asking students what they think about The Wellbeing Hub and these are some of 
the responses:

I like how they you can see videos of problems of other people, and how they improve and get help
I found it helpful how any question you had can be answered and you can go onto the website 
whenever you need help or support

I really enjoyed the friendships section. I have found the best groups to belong in are with people who 
have the same interests as me. I can see my friends all like football like me and we all play football and 
train together. I know to be kind to others.

I like how this app showed me what is good and what is bad. I learnt some facts I never knew
You can get loads of information from the wellbeing hub

I like the section about top tips because it seems quite useful.

I found out that there is lots of different ways of well-being and that well-being doesn’t mean always 
being happy but it’s how you are coping and dealing with your feelings. It is okay to be sad as long as 
you aren’t sad all the time.

I’ve found it useful to now know that I have the well-being hub to use

I find the a-z of well-being very interesting

It helps you to stop anxiety and it stops you from doing anything that could harm you

I like the career advice that is available on the website

One thing I enjoyed and immediately started looking at on the app was the LGBTQIA+ section. I learnt 
a couple new terms I hadn’t known and as someone who is a part of the community, I thoroughly 
enjoyed looking through it.

It found it interesting that you have to sleep for 8-10 hours a day

Interesting if you want to know information about advice or anything you’re worried about

I found it interesting that there is so many things mentally wellbeing covered from sports and yoga to 
emotions and sleep patterns

Please look out for your access details, log on and give it a go. 



Other news…

Advent

One of the best bits of Advent can be Advent calendars and these days there is a huge choice, 
from picture advent calendars to ones containing cheese and toiletries. We have put together our 
own Wellness Advent Calendar, which students may be doing in tutor times during Advent. If 
you’d like to get your day off to a positive start feel free to give some of the activities a go:

How do our students feel?

In October we surveyed students about how they were feeling and the good news is that the 
majority of our students feel happy and supported at school. We are going to be doing some 
follow up work with groups of students from all year groups to find out more about how they feel 
and how they would like Denefield to support them even more.

Mrs Netton – Head of Languages, Business and Travel and Senior Mental Health Lead



Other news…

Christmas lunch
Christmas lunch will be served in the canteen on Wednesday 14 and Thursday 15 December 2022.
Please see below for the full menu. There is no need to book.
Regular lunch items will also be available on both days.



Other news…

Extra-curricular

Please see below details of our extra-curricular activities which take place during lunch times and 
after school. 



Other news…

PE Extra-curricular



Community notices…

Berkshire Maestros



Community notices…

West Berks Strep A guidance


