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Aims
• To outline our vision 

• To provide up to date information about this year & Sixth Form

• To provide tips for learning

• Core leaders to provide specific advice and guidance and supporting 
your child this year



Vision
• Our aim is to ensure that students are well prepared for future success in all 

aspects of their lives.  Our school is committed to developing a learning 
environment which is safe, purposeful, challenging and fosters mutual 
respect between all of its members, where individuals will be supported to 
ensure their success at GCSE and beyond. 

• The world of work changes rapidly, as do the routes that lead to training 
and employment, therefore,  we aim to give each student help with 
understanding the opportunities that are available to them Post 16 so that 
they are well informed to make those important next steps choices.



Careers advice
• Our Sixth Form open evening will introduce students to the possibility of staying on at Denefield 

and following a wide range of Level 3 courses from A Level to BTEC Vocational qualifications.

• Our investment in careers advice ensures that the guidance we provide is current, impartial and 
relevant for the young people soon to be embarking upon their chosen courses and professions.

• Uni-Frog is our career platform which students will all have logins for, so that they are all set up to 
explore the range of options available to them Post 16.

• Students will also gain valuable careers advice during our success for life lessons.



Emotional wellbeing
•The emotional wellbeing of your child is paramount this year as it is clear stress levels 
do rise due to the importance of the final examinations.

•In school support can be provided by talking to Liv (Head Girl) or Harriet (Deputy Head 
Girl) as they are both ready to listen and refer you to the most appropriate member of 
staff.

•Alternatively, there are wellbeing suggestions on our website in the parent and 
student area and then student wellbeing where individuals access a range of internal 
and external support available–The links shown below can be accessed on our school 
website:

•https://youngminds.org.uk/

•https://www.place2be.org.uk/

•https://www.kooth.com/



Assessment and Intervention
• The vast majority of students completed PPE assessments in Year 10 for all of their 

GCSE subjects.

• All teachers have the results of these assessments and have already used this 
information to establish the gaps in knowledge and skills in order to provide targeted 
intervention this year.

• Students will have their first Core PPEs soon and it is essential that your child takes 
on board the support, advice and guidance of their teachers to make at least 
expected progress so that they are able to make the most of their lessons and 
prepare well for these examinations.



Changes to the curriculum for Year 11
• The most recent information from the DFE ( 29 September 2022) is as follows:

‘DfE and Ofqual confirm plans for summer 2023 Thursday 29 Sep 2022 Grading in 2023 GCSE, 

AS, and A-level exams in England will largely return to pre-pandemic arrangements next 

summer as young people continue to recover from the pandemic. In line with the plans set 

out last September, Ofqual has confirmed a return to pre-pandemic grading in 2023.’

‘To protect students against the disruption of recent years, and in case students' performance is slightly lower 
than before the pandemic, senior examiners will use the grades achieved by previous cohorts of pupils, along 
with prior attainment data, to inform their decisions about where to set grade boundaries.’

‘The government has also confirmed that there will be no advance information in summer 

2023, but students should still get support in GCSE mathematics, physics and combined 

science with formulae and equation sheets.’



What does this mean for your child?
• This means that all of your child’s teachers will be informed that there are no changes 

to be made to the curriculum for each subject – Students will have to learn all of the 
work and be well prepared for the final examinations.

• This also means that all subjects with non-examined content will go back to normal –
for example GCSE Fine Art will go back to 2 units – One completed as controlled 
assessment and one examination unit completed as a 10-hour practical.

• Therefore, it is now more important than ever for students to consolidate their 
learning and prepare well for any PPEs and the final examinations this year.





Core Faculty 
revision tips & 
Support
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Mrs S Tarrant – Head of English Faculty



English at GCSE
• Examination Board – AQA

• Two qualifications: 

• English Language and English Literature

• Assessed by:

• Terminal examination



GCSE English Language
Assessment 

• Two exam papers 100%

• No controlled assessment

• Compulsory speaking and listening assessment which is separately

Endorsed by AQA.

• No tiered entry



GCSE English Language
Paper one – 50%

1 hour and 45 minutes

Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Section A: reading

One literary fiction text from the 20th or 21st century

4 questions (40 marks)

Section B: writing

One descriptive or narrative writing task

(40 marks: Content 24, SPaG 16)



GCSE English Language
Paper two – 50%
One hour and 45 minutes

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives

Section A: reading 

Two linked non fiction texts, one literary, one non-literary, one from the 19th century, 
one from either the 20th or 21st century - Four questions (40 marks)

Section B: writing

Writing to present a viewpoint

(40 marks: Content 24, SPaG 16)



GCSE English Literature
Assessment

Two exam papers 100%

No Tiered entry



GCSE English Literature
Assessment

Two exam papers 100%

Paper one: Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel

choose two options: One hour and 45 minutes

Macbeth and A Christmas Carol

Paper two: Modern Drama, Anthology of poetry and Unseen Poetry (60%)

Two hours and 15 minutes

An Inspector Calls, Love and Relationships AQA Anthology and unseen poetry



Supporting students
How will we help students to be successful in English Language and 
English Literature?

• Regular knowledge recall quizzing in lessons and via Educake and Satchel quizzing

• Regular deliberate practice in class of exam questions

• Assessments with individual formal feedback

• Class feedback sessions with chances to improve responses 

• PPE feedback

• Targeted intervention sessions

• Aim High extra curricular club



Supporting students
How can students help themselves and parents/carers support them 
in their English revision?



1. Learning factual Information:
• Use the knowledge 

organisers



Quizzing:
• Write flashcards with questions based on the knowledge organiser 

on the front and answers on the back

• Self testing or parent/carer testing 



Use Educake
• Educake is brilliant for retrieval and 

skills practice

• Students will be set regular quizzes 

on Educake

• They will also be able to choose their

own quizzes for revision purposes  - this

is especially helpful for English Literature

• The questions are auto-marked so students

get immediate feedback on their progress



Other ways of testing 
factual knowledge
• Convert the information into a mind map

• Transfer information onto a blank copy of the knowledge organiser

• Revision clocks



2. Reread literature texts
Or read along with an unbridged audio version  of the book



3.Complete practice questions
and self mark using PLCs
• (personal learning checklists) PLC Paper 1 Question 4 



4. English Revision Guides
Revision guides

These can be purchased through

the department at a discounted price 

of £10 for seven Collins Snap Revision

Guides covering all the set texts for

English Literature and two English 

Language guides on Reading and

Writing skills



Contact
Mrs S Tarrant – Email: stt@denefield.org.uk
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Mrs D Gibson – Standards Leader Maths



Mathematics at GCSE
• Examining board – AQA

• Three year linear course

• Assessed by – Terminal examination at the end of Year 11



Mathematics at GCSE
Assessment 

• Three papers, equal weighting

• One non calculator paper and two calculator papers

• Download syllabus from – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300



Mathematics at GCSE
Tiers of entry

Students will be entered for:

• Foundation tier – grades 1 to 5 available

• Higher tier – grades 4 to 9 available 

Decisions on tier of entry will be made in Year 10 on an

individual basis



Mathematics at GCSE
Six strands:

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, proportion and rates of change

• Geometry and measures

• Probability

• Statistics 



Mathematics at GCSE
No controlled assessment

Students are taught these topics from Year 7 

GCSE makes the content more explicit

x2 = y2 + 4



Mathematics at GCSE
How to support your child
Use Mymaths which is an online package that Denefield 

subscribes to www.mymaths.co.uk

Log in: Denefield

Password: rhombus

Use Mathswatch as a tool to get exam practice

Encourage your child to work on topics of weakness identified from

their assessments 

Provide a calm environment for homework, revision and exam practice

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Mathematics at GCSE

How to support your child

Your child will be getting regular exam paper

practice – these will be set as homework

Encourage your child NOT to use the mark 
scheme to complete these papers!

Your child will be given a ring-binder to store

their exam papers



Mathematics at GCSE

Please ensure that students are fully equipped for

mathematics lessons and have a scientific calculator

as well as the usual stationery items

We recommend the Casio fx-85GT plus –

Approximately £10



Mathematics at GCSE
Revision guides:

Can be purchased through the department 

At a discounted price or for £10.00 rrp



Contact: Mrs D Gibson
Email: dgn@denefield.org.uk
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Mr Crossley – Head of Science faculty



Science – What should our students know
Assessment objectives:

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: 
scientific ideas; scientific techniques and procedures.  
(40%)

AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific 
ideas; scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures.  (40%)

AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and 
evaluate; make judgments and draw conclusions; develop 
and improve experimental procedures. (20%)



Knowledge recall and practice within school
Knowledge recall

1. Fact recall starter questions

2. Knowledge organisers

3. Regular quizzing

4. Teacher questioning 

Deliberate practice

1. See/Try/Apply/*Secure (8-11 repetitions)

2. Practical activities



What can be done and how can you support
The most effective three strategies:

AO1

1. Knowledge organisers

2. Educake (homework)

AO2/AO3

1. Exam paper questions



Knowledge organisers



Guided practice



Extended learning at Denefield and rationale

What needs to be done:

1. Educake quiz x 3 disciplines per week (spaced learnt

for retrieval) and challenge packs for HT and Sep groups

• Mr Pritchard will set one, Satchel One post on

with all your EL in

Rationale

• Approx. 40% of exam is quizzing =  Educake!

• Approx. 40% application of these facts = exam questions!

• Doing your EL may enable you to access 80% of a HT paper. That 
would easily be a grade 9!

• Spaced learnt so you don’t forget your good learning!



AO1 in summary

Knowledge organisers

• Box keywords and circle descriptive (filled in KO).

• A box at a time, fill in blank knowledge organiser.

• Self assess (tick/cross/improve).

• Repeat for next box

Educake

• Educake quiz x 3 disciplines per week (spaced learnt

for retrieval) and challenge packs for HT and Sep groups

• All in one post on Stachel One from Mr Pritchard



AO2/AO3 – exam paper questions – in summary

1. Use knowledge organisers to support EL and additional 
questions

2. Students complete

3. Use the mark scheme to self assess and make 
improvements (RED)

Available on the Satchel One and

AQA website – groups 2 to 4 5 (Trilogy FT) 5 to 7 combined 
(Trilogy FT)

Group 1 (Separate HT)

Or 

Ask discipline teacher

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes

https://www.aqa.org.uk/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
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Denefield Sixth Form
Proud to be a school-based, destinations-focused Sixth Form



Key 
information
Open evening:

Thursday 24 November 
2022

http://www.denefield.org.uk/Join-
Us/Sixth-Form 

Contact:

Mr M Peacock

Head of Sixth Form

mpk@denefield.org.uk

Culture and 

ethos

Academic 

excellence
Expert guidance

Destinations



Key dates 
•Year 11 Core PPEs 07/11/22-09/11/22

•Sixth Form Open Evening 24/11/2022

•Sixth Form application deadline 20/01/2023

•Year 11 Fine Art PPE 06/12/22 & 08/12/22

•Year 11 Option PPEs 04/01/23-05/01/23

•Year 11 Parents Evening 02/02/2023

•Year 11 Core PPEs 20/02/23-22/02/23

•Sixth Form offers TBC

•Level 2 examinations start (Main season) 15/05/2023

•Year 11 Prom 27/06/2023

•Level 2 exam results day 24/08/2023


