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Celebrating Denefield…

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

It has been an important and moving week at Denefield. Monday 28 
February marked the end of LGBTQ+ History month, and also to the 
unveiling of the rainbow or Pride pavement at the front of school. This 
has deliberately been designed as a symbol not just of LGBTQ+ rights, 
which are protected in law, but also of the rights that all citizens have 
in a democracy. I am proud of the fact that as students, staff and 
visitors arrive at school they are reminded of the inclusive and tolerant 
nature of our community. I am also delighted that the pavement has 
prompted discussion amongst students on the nature of rights, and 
our responsibilities towards others.

My assemblies this week have partly focused on this theme of protected rights. I have also 
explored the invasion of the Ukraine and the shock and anxiety this has caused. We have many 
students and staff who have close family living in Russia, Ukraine or neighbouring countries such 
as the Baltic states or Poland. I am keen for all students to understand where Russia and the 
Ukraine are, what is happening in Ukraine at the moment, and how this has been influenced by the 
history and the geography of the area – as well as the personality of Vladimir Putin. Our sympathies 
lie with all those affected by the invasion.

Finally, Thursday was World Book Day. Many staff dressed up as their favourite characters from 
novels, and spent time reading with students in lessons. Top faculty once again was the English 
faculty, but there were also fabulous costumes on display from Mrs Gibson, Mrs Holley, Mrs 
Jackson, Mrs McHugh and Mr Simpson – amongst many others.

I wish you all a pleasant and peaceful weekend.

Diary dates – academic year 2021 – 2022

Friday 4 March to Sunday 6 March Visit - Sixth Form Geography Field Trip

Monday 7 March Year 9 Deadline for option choices

Tuesday 22 March to Thursday 24 March School show – Little Shop of Horrors

Tuesday 29 March CHARACTER Awards evening - TBC

Thursday 31 March Year 8 online Parents Evening – ‘X’ side

Tuesday 5 April Year 8 online Parents Evening – ‘Y’ side

Thursday 7 April End of term 12.00pm



Celebrating our students…

Year 7 Tutor Group – Mrs Golda

Hello from S7-AGA! Our tutor time has focused mainly on equality recently.

In the week before half term, we were learning about LGBTQ+ history month, where we celebrate 
diversity and everyone enjoying equal rights. We talked about various people who are very 
successful and are a part of the LGBTQ+ community.

We created a beautiful wall, decorated to the brim with lovely posters we made that have famous 
quotes from Martin Luther King on them. Our favourite quote is ‘find a voice in a whisper’.
This reminds us to listen to other people and their needs. We learnt how important Martin Luther 
King was for the black community and gaining equal rights.

This term we are trying to accumulate the most achievement points in Sulham. We are very proud 
of how many we currently have. Some students have gold and even platinum certificates!

All of the tutor group is amazing and I am very proud of each and every one of them! They all 
deserve a special mention but there isn’t enough space!  Well done S7-AGA!

CCF

Just before half term, cadets were given their uniforms and berets for their chosen discipline. 
Eight of our cadets have requested the Royal Marines with the remaining two deciding to stay 
with the Army. A little time moulding the berets is in order but our cadets looked very smart and 
proud of their kit.

We then had an intense training session in the armoury looking at the different riffles, how they 
work, how to hold them, how to load rounds, and why do they have clear plastic behind the 
targets? We are looking forward to future Field Days when they can put it all into practise.



Celebrating our curriculum…

Drama

Pinch, Punch first of the month, they say. 'they' may say that but what I say is …
‘ONLY 3 WEEKS UNTIL THE SCHOOL SHOW!!!'
Yes that's right - the first night of The Little Shop of Horrors is Tuesday 22 March and will run for 
three nights. Tickets will be on sale very soon (at time of writing) so come and see Denefield's first 
musical in a long time. It’s great to work with such enthusiastic and talented students and we can’t 
wait to get the audiences in.

Rehearsals have been running for a while now and the students are working very hard coping 
with the stresses of line learning, dancing and singing. Mrs Idowu is rehearsing the whole 
ensemble right this very minute, whilst I type – surrounded by wood off-cuts and scenery in the 
making. Mrs Shaw is choreographing the show and Mrs Lotter has been making some 
unbelievably good puppets and props (If you stand still long enough, she’ll paint you green!).
Never seen this musical – well now’s the time. A rock and roll night with a touch of horror.

In other news the GCSE students are ‘looking forward’ to their next round of PPE’s and their 
practical exams are also on the horizon. The devised performances have been recorded so the 
focus is now the scripted performance.  This will take place in the Drama studio when ready and 
friends and family will be invited to watch. Always good to add to the pressure eh??

Drama Script club is now up and running every Thursday and this allows students who 
particularly enjoy script work (rather than devising) a chance to explore texts. The club is being 
organised by our delightful Drama A level Sixth Formers and it’s proving popular. Currently it’s 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory – who knows what’s next? Not me!



Other news…

Foodbank appeal



Other news…

Supporting Parents/Carers in Education

Please see below for information regarding upcoming webinars and events to help support young 
people through secondary school. If parents/carers are interested in signing up to SPACE, please 
email Hannah at space@studyhigher.ac.uk to request a link or visit www.studyhigher.ac.uk/space
to sign up before Monday 7 March 2022

mailto:space@studyhigher.ac.uk
http://www.studyhigher.ac.uk/space/


Covid-19 information

The government is now advising those who have any of the main Covid-19 symptoms or have 
tested positive for Covid-19 to isolate, rather than making this a legal requirement as previously. 
The main symptoms remain:
New and continuous cough;
High temperature or
Loss of, or change in, sense of taste or smell.

As a result, any student who has any of these main symptoms should:
take a PCR test and self-isolate unless the PCR test is negative;
take an LFD test on days 5 and 6 (where day 0 is the date of the onset of symptoms); if both LFD 
tests are negative then self-isolation may end;
if LFD tests continue to be positive, then self-isolation ends at the end of day 10.

The school reserves the right to ask a parent/carer whose child is presenting with Covid-19 
symptoms to remove them from school until they test negative.

We have a small residual stock of LFD tests that can be made available for students who are self-
isolating; LFD tests can also be ordered through www.gov.uk.

Other news …

Further information can be found in the stay at home: guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed COVID-19 infection.

http://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection?utm_source=11 January 2022 C19&utm_medium=Daily Email C19&utm_campaign=DfE C19


Other news…

Extra curricular

Please see below for a reminder of our extra curricular activities which take place during lunch 
times and after school



Other news…

PE Extra curricular

Please see below for details of our PE extra curricular activities which take place during lunch 
times and after school



Other news & Community notices …

Community notice

Nut and sesame allergies

We have a number of students in school who have severe nut allergies so we kindly request that 
parents/carers do not send their children in with nuts or nut based products in their packed lunch 
or for a snack. 

This means that the following items should not be brought into school:

- Packs of nuts
- Peanut butter / Nutella sandwiches
- Fruit and cereal bars that contain nuts
- Chocolate bars or sweets that contain nuts
- Sesame seed rolls (children allergic to nuts may also have a severe reaction to sesame)
- Cakes made with nuts

In order to best manage the risk of allergic reactions and keep all our students safe in school 
please could we ask that all parents/carers adhere to this approach.


