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Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2021 – 2022​

Friday 17 December 2021 End of term for students 12.00pm
Buses depart at 12.10pm

Tuesday 4 January 2021 INSET DAY

Testing for Years 11 and 13

Wednesday 5 January 2021 Years 11 and 13 return to school

Testing for Years 7, 10 and 12

Thursday 6 January 2021 Years 7, 10 and 12 return to school (in addition 
to Years 11 and 13)

Testing for Years 8 and 9

Friday 7 January 2021 Years 8 and 9 return to school (in addition to all 
other year groups)

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

including Race for Life and Children in Need, paying tribute to the fallen during Remembrance Day 
and becoming involved in an incredible number of extra-curricular activities since September. It is 
this type of resilience, tenacity and determination that will stand students in good stead as they 
move through life, and helped ensure Denefield was named School of the Year two weeks ago. 
Please do have a look at my assembly here

We are today saying goodbye to two teachers who have given a huge amount to Denefield over an 
extended period of time. Mrs Sharman leaves us having made an enormous contribution to the PE 
department and as acting head of Sulham, as well as having led the school’s peer mentoring 
scheme for a number of years. Mrs Bridger leaves us having played an extremely valuable role in 
the Music department. I am extremely grateful to them both for their contributions and wish them 
all the best in their future endeavours.

In January, we welcome Ms Colette Wheeler to the PE department. I am also delighted to confirm 
that Mrs McDonald, who took over temporarily from Mr Clark in Geography, will be continuing to 
teach Geography for the remainder of academic year.

A reminder that we have a staggered start at the beginning of January, to enable all students to be 
tested in school prior to their return to lessons.

Thank you to all parents/carers for your trust and support over the past year. I do hope you and 
your households have an enjoyable Christmas break. I look forward to seeing students back in the 
new year!

As we draw towards the close of 2021 I would like to reflect once again 
how proud I am to be part of the Denefield community. The strength 
and diversity of the school was shown once again during the Christmas 
concert, which took place on Tuesday. Students from Years 7 to 13 
performed an incredible array of music from a range of genres, from 
string to woodwind, from choral to rock. It was a great end to what has 
been a great, if albeit challenging, year. Today I delivered my final 
assembly of 2021 to students, and reflected on all that they have 
achieved this year – moving seamlessly to live online lessons at the 
beginning of the year, moving back to face to face lessons from March, 
undertaking a wide variety of fund-raising and charitable endeavours, 

http://www.denefield.org.uk/PDFs/ProudofDenefieldMonthbyMonth2021.pdf


Celebrating our students …

West End Success

Well done and congratulations to Anna who is taking part in 
the West End Christmas production! This is an amazing 
achievement, well done!

The PE department would like to give a HUGE thank you to all the students who donated football 
boots to the school. The PE department hosted a donation football match for all students that 
brought in football boots

Football

If other students still have any football boots to donate, we would still welcome any donations. 
Please drop them off at the PE department!



Other news…

Christmas card competition

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Christmas card competition. We had some beautiful 
designs! Achievement points will be given to all the designs handed in.



Other news…

Special mentions to the entries below – Highly commended receiving a Top Award for their efforts

Marcel D Year 8

Isabel J Year 7Tallulah L Year 8



Other news…

Layla J – Year 7

Alara Hanson – Year 8

Luke D – Year 7



Other news…

Congratulations to the winner Ella G in Year 8



Other news…

Extra curricular

Please see below for a reminder of our extra curricular activities which take place during lunch 
times and after school



Other news…

PE Extra curricular



Covid-19 information

What to do if your child has Covid-19 symptoms, has a positive LFD test, or you have been 
notified they have been in close contact with a confirmed case

• If your child has a positive LFD test, then they should immediately self-isolate and take a PCR 
test. If this PCR test is positive, then they must continue to self-isolate; if it is negative then they 
may return to school.

• If your child has Covid-19 symptoms – a new and persistent cough, raised temperature or loss 
of taste or smell, then they should immediately self-isolate and take a PCR test (an LFD test is 
not suitable if you have symptoms). If this PCR test is positive, then they must continue to self-
isolate; if it is negative then they may return to school once their symptoms have cleared.

• The school will no longer identify close contacts of positive cases and will no longer require 
students to self-isolate. Instead, if a person has a positive PCR test, NHS test and trace will 
identify close contacts and advise them what action to take according to the latest government 
guidance.

• If someone in your household has a positive PCR the rest of the household must get a PCR test 
too (an LFD is not suitable if you are a close contact).

Other news …

FUN FACTS from our                 Department

W O R D  O F  

T H E  W E E K

W o r d  o f  t h e  W e e k :  

F a c t :

la fête des rois – Epiphany 

In France they celebrate the Epiphany by eating a Galette des rois. For 
more information visit this website

A man who knows two languages is worth two 
men – French proverb

Safety 

The police have informed us that have been reports of youths aged around 13 to 15 years, riding 
electric scooters on the pavements in Tilehurst, specifically Lower Elmstone Road, Armour Road 
and Hilden’s Drive. This is causing a nuisance and is dangerous to other pedestrians, as well as it 
being illegal to use electric scooters on public roads and pavements. 

https://www.mamaisonrevol.com/how-do-the-french-celebrate-epiphany/

