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Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2021 – 2022

Wednesday 11 May CHARACTER awards evening 

Monday 16 May to Wednesday 29 June GCSE and A Level Exam season

Tuesday 24 May Year 7 ‘X’ Parents Evening - virtual

Monday 30 May to Friday 3 June Half term

Monday 6 June Students return to school

PPEs, or mock exams, to Year 11 students who have taken their French, German and Spanish oral 
examinations, and to Year 13 students who have had Art and Photography practical examinations. 
In addition, we have been trialling an alternative use of Year 11 tutor time, which involves 
spending the first half an hour of the day engaged in interactive and competitive quizzes in 
English, Maths and Science, as preparation for their GCSE examinations. This has proven to be a 
popular and effective way of students improving both their knowledge recall and their confidence 
in these subjects.

Have a very good weekend – summer appears to be on the way!

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher

Firstly, thank you to all parents/carers – and their children – for 
engaging in the consultation about proposed trial changes to the 
school day. Mrs McHugh, Mr Simpson and I met with parents/Carers of 
Year 7 to 12 students yesterday evening, and before that met with 
parents/carers of Year 6 students who are joining us in September. 
There were many excellent questions and comments, which we will 
take into account when deciding upon our next steps. The closing date 
for responding to the electronic survey is Tuesday 10 May. Full details 
of the proposals, with links to the survey, can be found here.

I am delighted with the continued progress of students in lessons and 
in extra-curricular activities. Well done to Year 10 on completing their

Included in this edition...

http://www.denefield.org.uk/PDFs/New school day - consultation document for Year 7-12 parents and carers.pdf


Celebrating our students …

Year 7 Tutor – Mr Clare

Dearest reader, N7-JCR are without doubt the BEST tutor group in the whole of the school, never 
mind just Year 7! Every single member of the tutor group has grown massively in their 
confidence, resilience and the maturity since joining Denefield in September and I am very 
proud of each and every one of them.
On a day to day basis, as a tutor group, we discuss the relevant topics that are going on in the 
world right now, such as the Ukraine crisis or what it means to be British. A lot of tutees enjoy 
sharing their opinions in a respectful and mature way and always listen to others. 
As well as this, we have recently delivered our tutor assembly, where we looked at the issue of 
mental wellbeing in teenagers and ways of improving mental wellbeing such as participating in 
new activities, spending time with friends and avoiding social media during certain times of the 
day.
Other activities we love doing are things such as the Worlde of the day, Foodle, Globle and 
Waffle, which are all games accessed online. This develops the students’ knowledge, articulacy 
and resilience and are games we would recommend to anyone!! 
We are always near the top in terms of our achievement points, attendance and punctuality and 
love being competitive with the other tutor groups across Year 7. We are very much looking 
forward to the rest of the year and moving into Year 8 and the challenges and experiences this 
will bring us.



Celebrating our curriculum …

English and Media Studies

This week’s curriculum entry is from our English and Media Studies department 

Year 7: Term 5: A Monster 
Calls (Literature) – a novel 

about dreams, determination 
and friendship

Term 6: Pre 19th Century 
Literature – reading 

supernatural fiction to spark 
conversation!

Reading for pleasure: Noughts 
and Crosses / Oliver Twist

Year 8: Term 5: Speaking and 
listening unit – using our voices to 
express our opinion and identity

Term 6: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream – performing and studying 
one of Shakespeare’s comedies

Reading for pleasure: The Book 
Thief / Jane Eyre

Year 9: Term 5: Romeo and Juliet –
performing and studying one of 

Shakespeare’s most famous tragedies! 

Term 6: Creative writing –
experimenting with imagination 

through writing

Reading for pleasure: Lord of the Flies 
/ Frankenstein

Year 10: Language: perfecting our writing 
skills. 

Speaking and listening: creating a speech 
on something we feel passionate about

Literature: An Inspector Calls – A play about 

responsibility and society.  

What are we studying in English for the remainder of the school year?



Celebrating our curriculum …

Have a look at some of the outstanding work we have been doing in English!



Celebrating our curriculum …

ASK THE TEACHERS – WHAT FILMS WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE STUDIED IN FILM STUDIES?

Miss Meyer: If I could, I would pick: 'The 
Greatest Showman' - it might be a bit 

predictable or cliché but the 
cinematography and costume blows me 

away. Similarly, the story is so timeless and 
you can't help singing along!

Mrs Tarrant: Definitely ‘The 
Godfather’. Simply one of the best 

films of all time, an absolute 
masterpiece. I think it’s the best 
gangster drama as well as setting 

the standard for cinema 
depictions of the mafia. It’s all 
about honour and respect and 

settling scores – pure brilliance!

Miss Williams: I would like students to 
study ‘The Color Purple’ as it is a 

powerful and emotional depiction of 
the issues many people face - both 

historically and unfortunately 
sometimes still today.  It prompts the 

viewer to reflect on acceptance, 

diversity and inclusion, values which are 
so important to us at Denefield.

Mr Mundell: My film choice is: ‘The Lizzie 
McGuire Movie Reason’: The story has so 
many thrills and spills! While on a holiday 

in Rome, a teenager, Elizabeth, is mistaken 
to be a pop star named Isabella. However, 

when the time comes, she must choose 
between her new glamorous lifestyle and 

returning home.

Miss Doyle: My film 
choice is ‘Blue Jasmine’ 
with Cate Blanchett as 
the lead. Her acting is 

insane!

Mr Mills: ‘Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter and 
Spring Again’ is a South Korean film about the 

cyclical nature of generational change. It would 
be well-suited to Film Studies as unlike the vast 

majority of modern films it does not have a 
linear narrative: all of the action takes place in 

an isolated temple, where a master monk trains 
his unruly apprentice over several decades. The 

older monk is played by O Yeong-su who you 
may know as the 'old man' from Squid Games. Mr Neale: Sam Mendes' ‘1917’ (2019). The film is 

absolutely sensational from its storyline, through to 
how it's been filmed. The entire film follows two 

soldiers, fighting on the frontlines of WW1, who have a 
very important message to deliver to a faraway 

squadron, before they walk into a trap! The entire film 
is shot in a style that makes it seem like one 

continuous take, and it's absolutely incredible. From its 
editing, to its musical score... I can't recommend this 

film enough!

Mrs Blower: I think ‘Labyrinth’ (1986) 
should be added to the list for film 

studies. Labyrinth is full of wonderful 
cinematography, beautiful puppetry, 
creative imagination, strong morals 

and an enchanting soundtrack.



Other news…

Extra curricular

Please see below for a reminder of our extra curricular activities which take place during lunch 
times and after school

PE Extra curricular



Community notices…

Spotlight UK

Tilehurst Parish Council


