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Celebrating Denefield…

Diary dates – academic year 2021 – 2022​

Monday 16 May to Wednesday 29 June GCSE and A Level Exam season

Wednesday 22 June Sports Award Evening – Details TBC

Friday 24 June Year 11 Leavers breakfast

Monday 27 June Year 11 Prom

Tuesday 28 June Year 9 immunisations

Year 13 Leavers assembly

Monday 4 July to Friday 8 July Year 7 Residential visit – Boreatton Park, 
Shropshire

I have been deeply impressed with Denefield students again this week. 
There has been considerable interest in the school from Year 5 
students and their parents/carers, and every morning this week 
approximately 100 of them have visited Denefield to get a feel for the 
school during the school day. The feedback from both the primary 
school children and their parents/carers has been very positive. The 
Sixth Form students who conducted the tours were described as kind, 
knowledgeable, articulate and proud of their school. Meanwhile, our 
visitors were delighted at the lessons they saw and the excellent 
conduct of students.

I always take the first assemblies of a new term. This week my focus

Included in this edition...

has been on prosocial and antisocial behaviour. I contrasted the prosocial behaviour shown at the 
Platinum Jubilee, and the fantastic support shown to the Ukranian football team by both Scottish 
and Welsh supporters, with some of the more distressing scenes we have seen more recently of 
pitch invasions and attacks on players at the end of the Premier League season. I shared the 
opinion of Gareth Southgate that there has been a rise in antisocial behaviour over recent years. I 
was also clear that the conduct of Denefield students is generally exemplary, and as a school we 
are incredibly supportive of the local community. If our students fall short of our expectations and 
act in an anti-social way outside of school, however, then we will of course take action where 
appropriate.

With best wishes for a warm and sunny weekend.

Mr E Towill MA (Oxon), Headteacher



Celebrating our students …

Year 7 Tutor – Mr Hopwood

It brings me great joy to write to you about N7-RHD. Every member of this group is a superstar, 
and I can’t wait to tell you why.

Every morning, the happiest (and coolest) group walk through my door, ready to set the day 
alight. It doesn’t matter what session we have that day, be it anything from assembly on 
Mondays to current affairs on Fridays, they’re always ready for a challenging conversation. I 
admire how quiet and attentive they are in assemblies, or how maturely they discuss key topics 
like the effects of climate change, racism in film and TV, or the importance of water safety – their 
behaviour is always exemplary.

They brought this fire to our tutor group assembly too, delivering a passionate presentation on 
world Africa day, happy to incorporate some cheerful games while also delivering some very 
cutting and important details about the situation many Africans face. This was a topic they 
chose themselves, told me what they wanted to say, and stood in front of an entire hall of their 
peers to deliver this information. 

Their success doesn’t just stop there though, our very own Lucas F earnt the award for the most 
house points in the entirety of Norcot last term. Several members of our group have taken part 
in and excelled as characters within the school play. Several members of our group have 
excelled outside of the group too, in anything from gymnastics to football competitions. They 
tell me about these successes in our ‘Awards and Achievement’ session every Thursday morning 
(though with so many achievements, I hear about them all week long!). 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays are our ‘success for life’ sessions and deal with a range of topics in a 
very comprehensive PSHE programme. We’ve covered volunteering, water safety, the dangers of 
energy drinks, and loneliness (part of mental health week) just to name a few! We’ve seen Ruby 
M naming EVERY pride flag at the front of the class, Layla J and Maisie H coming up with some 
fantastic ideas for fundraisers in beautiful posters, and Max H always knowing the correct 
answer to every question anytime we do our quiz of the week. 

There’s a real potential in every member of this group and I’ve loved seeing each of these stars 
grow in confidence, awareness, and empathy through each day and I can’t wait to see how 
much further they’ll grow.  



Celebrating our curriculum …

Performing Arts

This week’s curriculum entry is from our Performing Arts department

Sumer is icumen in (Summer is coming).
Why did he write it like that? You may ask. Well. Fun fact time –this is the title 
of a Medieval round. What’s a round? You may well ask. Another fun 
fact…it’s a circular piece of music that is sung so each voice begins at 
different times to create a texture and harmony. Look at us…always 
learning!

Not only that but our very own Year 7 have been learning to sing and play 
Sumer is icumen in during their music lessons this term, which have been 
based around traditional and contemporary Folk Music!

Where was I? Oh yes, the reason I mentioned the piece is because it is 
sometimes known as the Reading Rota because the earliest known copy of 
the composition, was found at Reading Abbey and a copy of the 
manuscript in stone relief is displayed on the wall of the ruined chapter 
house of Reading Abbey. Go Reading!! So there you have a little bit of 
Music and History to get the ball rolling. 

Summer means good weather and outdoor events and so plans are underway to bring some of 
Denefield’s talented musicians to local schools for public engagements. I strongly believe that 
live music of all kinds is an invaluable in adding a depth and ambience to any event so all being 
well our bands and performers will be busy. I am very pleased to say that now the Covid fog is 
lifting, the uptake in musical instrument tuition is picking up again and this time next year we 
should have several groups up and running. Having taken up drums when I was Year 8 (2nd year, 
in those days) I haven’t stopped yet and I can’t recommend it highly enough. 

Ukulele club
This has been running throughout the year and has been regularly attended by students from 
all year groups, although proving particularly popular with Year 11’s.  

Choir
Running this term on Wednesdays and Fridays, the students continue to enjoy singing together 
and are working towards their next performance.  

Drama Club
Following the end of the school show, the Drama department has been offering a Drama club 
that focusses largely on script work, organised by two of our excellent A level Drama students. It 
is proving popular and the performance culture is showing a healthy recovery. Whether this will 
culminate in a live performance is yet unclear but the enjoyment of script reading and acting is 
the aim, really. 

Cultural visits
Both the Drama and Music departments have been lucky enough to be able to offer a range of 
exciting and enriching visits, offering the students the opportunity to experience live 
performance and all the magic it holds. The KS4 and KS5 theatre visits to see Jekyll and Hyde 
and Blood Brothers demonstrated how masterfully audience emotions could be manipulated 
across the spectrum through ingenious combinations of action and mise-en-scene.

Also, for the first time in Denefield’s music history 50 students across Years 8 to 11 went to The 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden to experience a performance of Verdi’s Opera, La Traviata
and it was very heart-warming to see so many book a place on the trip. Although a totally new 
experience for many, the students thoroughly enjoyed their visit and were impressed by the 
dramatic world-class singing, accompanied by a full orchestra and the spectacular stage sets. 
Also a little more locally, there was a trip to our very own Hexagon for a night of classical music. 



Celebrating our curriculum …

GCSE
The Year 10’s are reaching the exciting climax of their devised modules and did recently 
complete their PPE’s where they could get a clear idea of their progress so far. By the time we 
break for summer, the module will be complete and leaving us clear for Year 11 and the scripted 
performance module. Always a fun module as see the actors and technicians get into role.

Music students in Year 10 are working hard on developing their composition skills in 
preparation for Year 11 and fine-tuning their performances; the group will be provision some 
musical background accompaniment to the Art Exhibition.

PIANO LESSONS - FREE TASTER SESSIONS

Berkshire Maestros are offering a free taster session for you child. If you are interested in sign 
up, please email shw@denefield.org.uk and I will get in in touch with more details. it will take 
place this term.

Here are some pictures below from The Royal Opera House visit and the school show in March

mailto:shw@denefield.org.uk


Other news…

Extra curricular

Please see below details of our extra curricular activities which take place during lunch times and 
after school. These will start after May half term

PE Extra curricular



Other news …

Glass jars

Some of our lovely Sixth Formers are working on a project with our 
feeder primary schools and we need your glass jars please!

Please could you send any washed, empty glass jars to school. They 
can be handed in to reception, where they will be passed on to  
those doing the project.

Second hand uniform

We are very happy to accept donations from parent/carers of old school uniform that we can 
reuse, but we also wanted to make you aware that Denefield has now registered for parent/carers 
to use the online service provided by Old School Uniform.

Old School Uniform (OSU) was started in 2019 and was built to offer parents/carers and schools 
the opportunity to give away or sell their unwanted school uniform items free of charge.

There many benefits for using their site:
Helping the environment by recycling and not sending to landfill.
Users have the ability to view items without registering.
With their unbranded shop, parent/carers can pick up unbranded items from all across the 
country.

If parent/carers have registered, they can receive notification when items are added to their 
chosen school, so they are always up to date with what is happening on their school shop page.
Parent/Carers can add additional schools to their account.

How it works
Parent/Carers would register for an account.
They would then activate their account.
Finally, login and start uploading unwanted items.
Parent/Carers will contact you via the messaging system when they want an item.
Parent/Carers can pay on collection or pay via a paypal account or similar. Some people do bank 
transfers, but the choice is solely down to the seller to arrange with the buyer.

Please click here for the link to our school shop page 

https://oldschooluniform.co.uk/Shop/Index/61604 -


Other news and community notices…

West Berkshire activities

Canteen

Please see below for details of a Tex Mex style menu in the canteen on 21 June 2022.


