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A Warm Welcome
Thank you for your interest in the Sixth Form at
Denefield. Attending the Sixth Form is the
pinnacle of achievement at Denefield. Our aim
is to ensure that the young people in our Sixth
Form leave Denefield with the qualifications
and character necessary to achieve Success for
Life. This means leading a happy and fulfilling
life based around academic success, economic
independence, strong relationships,
contribution to their communities and
environment, and positive mental and physical
health. Consequently, our Sixth Form is a place
of rigour, excitement and opportunity.

Mr E Towill, Headteacher
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We offer a very wide range of both
academic and vocational courses,
taught by expert teachers. Our lessons
are ambitious, knowledge-rich and
engaging. We provide excellent
pastoral support, led by understanding
and sensitive Sixth Form tutors.

We have an active programme of
personal development, designed to
give students the social, emotional and
learning skills they need to be
successful. We also have expert
leadership in the Sixth Form, both from
staff - Mr M Peacock (Assistant Head -
Head of Sixth Form),
Mr J Mundell (Deputy Head of Sixth
Form), and Mrs J Levey (Sixth Form
Welfare Manager), and from the Sixth
Form Leadership Team - ably led by
Mollie Heath and Tirzah Boakye (Head
Students).

As a result of their excellent Sixth Form
education, many Denefield students
progress to study a course they love at a
competitive university, including Russell
Group universities and Oxbridge. Others
move on from Denefield to pursue their
chosen career or start an apprenticeship.
If you are keen to achieve Success for
Life, in a positive, supportive
environment, then please read on.

Success for life
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Dear Parents/Carers

I am delighted to introduce myself as
Assistant Headteacher and Head of Sixth
Form. It is really important that you know a
bit about my values and my ethos on
education. I share Denefield's desire to
equip all students with Success for Life,
providing all students with the
qualifications they need and nurturing the
CHARACTER values for them to flourish.
For me, Success for Life takes three forms:
academic mastery, ambitious destinations,
and excellent personal development.
First, academic mastery. My aim is for all
students to leave us in Year 13 with the
best possible set of qualifications, but also
with a love and appreciation for the
subjects themselves. Students will
experience evidence-based teaching and
supportive teaching of academic texts
from Year 7, embarking on a seven year
journey leading to fantastic A Level and
BTEC results, as well as a mastery of the
subject. 

Second, and a consequence of this
academic success, is a great destination.
Irrespective of whether students want to
pursue university or an apprenticeship,
Denefield is ambitious for all students. 

A dedicated tutor programme, weekly
enrichment, and great support will provide
students with the information and help they
need to progress - like many recently- to
superb post-eighteen destinations.

Third, and equally important as the other
two elements, is a strong personal
development provision. Whether it is the
vital training given on CPR, or seeing the
brutal effects of driving under the influence,
students are given a wide range of activities
and workshops from external agencies
designed to provide soft skills and life skills.

One of my key priorities is to integrate the
Sixth Form into the lower school, to increase
the visibility of students to the lower school,
and to provide a range of exciting leadership
opportunities. Alongside tremendous
academic success and excellent destinations,
Denefield students leave us with the
economic independence they need to
succeed. If you would like to study in a
supportive but challenging academic
environment, with support to apply to an
ambitious destination, we would welcome
your application. 

Best wishes
Mr M Peacock 
Assistant Head - Head of Sixth Form
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Mr M Peacock 
Assistant Head -
Head of Sixth Form



Denefield’s VisionA School-Based Sixth Form

All our academic qualifications are
taught by subject specialists, whose
expertise and guidance are crucial in
ensuring students' success in their
A Level and BTEC qualifications. At
Denefield, we recognise that what
happens in the classroom is only half of
our purpose and we also provide
opportunities for personal
development through our Success for
Life programme. It is our belief that
Qualifications + CHARACTER = Success
for Life. Community service is an
important part of our extra-curricular
offer and students relish the
opportunity to be involved in the wider
community. The variety of leadership
opportunities students are exposed to
enables them to strengthen
applications for employment,
apprenticeships, and university
courses. Although students have
greater independence as they

move into post-16 education, we
benefit from the structured support
that having a school base can afford.
Students are expected
to attend all lessons, timetabled
independent study sessions,
community service and tutorial
sessions. The rationale behind this is
the belief that a focussed working day
allows students to live rich and varied
lives in their own time. Through our
unique tutor programme, and in
assemblies, students gain access to
impartial careers advice, learn more
about current affairs and develop their
CHARACTER.

For more information on our offer,
please contact:
Mr M Peacock, Assistant Head - Head
of Sixth Form, via
mpk@denefield.org.uk.

We benefit hugely from being a school-based Sixth Form; students are
fully integrated into the lower school, and there are many opportunities
for students to take leadership roles.
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Denefield’s Vision

Between 2019 and 2022, the
percentage of Denefield students
gaining grades A*-C at A Level increased
by 31 percentage points. Over the same
period, the percentage of students
nationally gaining grades A*-C at A Level
increased by only seven percentage
points. This suggests Denefield A Level
results are improving much faster than
those in other schools nationally.

Fantastic Results

In 2025 Denefield students
gained the following grades

Dedicated teams
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Tutor team Year 12
Miss J Colbourne
Dr S Dover
Miss L Bennett
Mr R Khan

Tutor team Year 13
Mr A Wheeler
Miss M Peear
Mr R Taylor
Mrs J Jackson

Pastoral support
Mr M Peacock, Assistant Head - Head of
Sixth Form
Mr J Mundell, Deputy Head of Sixth Form
Mrs J Levey, Sixth Form Welfare Manager

Denefield Sixth Form | 5



Denefield’s Vision

A Level/BTEC subject GCSE grade requirements

Fine Art 5 in Art

Biology 5 in Biology (or Biology part of Combined) and 5 in Maths

Business 5 in Business and 5 in Maths

BTEC Business 4 in Business and 4 in Maths

Chemistry 5 in Chemistry (or Chemistry part of Combined) and 5 in Maths

Drama 5 in Drama

English Literature 5 in English Literature and 5 in English Language

Film Studies 5 in English Language in 5 in English Literature and 5 in Film Studies (if taken)

Further Maths 7 (preferably an 8) in Maths

Geography 5 in Geography and 5 in Maths

BTEC Health and Social 4 in English and Level 2 Merit (if taken at GCSE)

History 5 in English Literature and 5 in History

BTEC IT 4 in Maths

Maths 6 (preferably a 7) in Maths

Music Technology 4 in English and 4 in Maths

Philosophy 5 in English Literature

PE 5 in PE and 5 in one of the Sciences

Photography 5 in Art (if taken)

Physics 5 in Physics (or Physics part of Combined) and 5 in Maths

Product Design 5 in Product Design and 5 in Maths

Psychology 5 in Biology (or Biology part of Combined) and 5 in English Literature

Sociology 5 in English Literature or 5 in Sociology (if taken)

French/German/Spanish 6 in relevant language

BTEC Sport 4 in English and Level 2 Merit (if taken at GCSE)

Entrance Requirements
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Denefield’s Vision

University of Plymouth

University of Exeter

University of Bournemouth

University of Southampton

University of Winchester

UCL (University
College, London)

University of Reading

University of Oxford

University of Glasgow
Heriot-Watt University

University of Edinburgh

Aberystwyth University

University of Manchester

University of Liverpool

University of Bath

University of Bristol

University of Swansea

University of Cardiff

Most of our students go to university
after Sixth Form. Students get
dedicated support from their tutors
and the Sixth Form Leadership Team.
They are guided through each part of
the process and supported in
preparing personal statements and
preparing for interviews.
 

We are very much a destinations-focussed institution. Students get a
weekly opportunity to explore their futures and potential careers in
more detail; we use a platform called Unifrog to support students
with apprenticeships, employment, and university applications. 61

Destinations-Focussed

Most students in the Sixth Form apply
for university. We have worked hard in
recent years to raise the aspirations of
our students, encouraging them to
apply for the most ambitious
destinations possible. We have a
Russell Group that is directed by Mr M
Peacock, where students are guided
through the application procedure to
the top higher education institutions in
the country.

This year, 61% of our students have
attended university, with 38% of those
students receiving one or more offers
from Russell Group universities. Two
students, one reading History and the
other Biochemistry, gained places at
Oxford. 

of our students have attended
university this year
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Denefield’s Vision

  21 November 2025  Applications open

 19 December 2025  Applications close

 Late January - Early
February 2026

 Interviews

 March 2026  Formal offers issued

 26 June 2026  Induction Day

 20 August 2026  GCSE Results’ Day

The number of students applying for
apprenticeships has increased in the past
three years and we provide expert advice and
guidance for this pathway, with a strong
record of successful applications amongst our
student body. Students in the past two years
have taken roles at well-known companies like
Microsoft, Hewlett Packard, AWE and Thames
Water. 

During our dedicated destinations sessions in
tutor time, students are guided through how
to research, evaluate and apply for the best
apprenticeships.
 
Students also benefit from hearing from many
of these local and national employers as part
of our enrichment programme on a
Wednesday afternoon. There are sessions
offered by companies like SSE, on interview
skills to prepare students for their applications. 
  
For more information on our destinations
programme, please contact Mr M Peacock,
Assistant Head - Head of Sixth Form, via
mpk@denefield.org.uk  

Destinations-Focussed

Application timeline

Apprenticeship
destinations

Bursaries
At Denefield Sixth Form, there is an opportunity for
students to receive financial support to contribute
towards their studies.  

The 16 - 19 Bursary Fund
provides government money
for students who need
financial help to stay in
education. There are two
types of 16 to 19 bursaries: 
 
1. A discretionary bursary of
up to £800 a year for young
people on free school meals
or with a household income
below £24,000.  

 
2. A bursary of up to £1,200 a
year for young people in one
of the following groups: 
• In care. 
• Care leaver. 
• Receiving Income Support or
Universal Credit. 
• Receiving Employment
Support Allowance. 
• Receiving Disability Living
Allowance. 

Students should apply for the bursary at the start of term in
September, as the funding is limited. The deadline for
applications is 30 September each year. Application forms are
available from the Sixth Form office. 
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Lessons are of a very high quality – based
around the techniques that make the
biggest difference to learning. Our teachers
ensure that lessons are planned to support
the students in improving their recall and
building accurate schema for complex
ideas.
We ensure that all students are supported
to develop independence with structured
extended learning which involves reading
around the subject, practice questions and
revision. 
This coupling of excellent practice in the
classroom and well-planned activities for
independent study ensures that all
students achieve the best possible grades.   
We have excellent practical resources and
technical support, allowing teachers to
incorporate practical work into lessons
whenever appropriate so that our students
can learn the skills they need to be
competent scientists at the next stage of
study.  

Biology

Course Structure
The course balances breadth and depth
providing a solid basis for further study of
biology or simply a knowledge and
understanding of the way living things work
for those who choose not to pursue other
subjects at the next stage. It builds on the
learning at GCSE but allows students to
explore each element in more detail.    

Biological molecules  
Cells  
Organisms exchange substances
with their environment  
Genetic information, variation and
relationships between organisms 
Energy transfers in and between
organisms 
Organisms respond to changes in
their internal and external
environments

 
Assessment
Students are assessed for development of
practical skills along the way; with a
pass/fail at the end. The A Level exams test
these skills, so it also affects the final grade.
Students maintain and develop a ‘lab book’
to show evidence of completion of
required practicals and associated skills.
Students develop independent study skills
and there are opportunities for teamwork,
research and oral presentations.  

PROGRESSION

Our students progress onto a very
broad range of science-related
courses at universities across the
country, including Oxbridge and
Russell group. 
Studying biology is either essential
or desirable for those wishing to go
on to read medicine, dentistry,
veterinary science, natural
sciences, psychology, nursing and
midwifery, biomedical science,
forensic science, physiotherapy or
sports science. Some will also go
onto non-science related courses
and careers – such as Law and
Business – where their
achievements in science A Levels
have served to develop key skills
such as problem-solving and
critical thinking.
Many undergraduate courses,
apprenticeships and employers
see that successful science A Level
students will have excellent study
skills and the ability to approach
novel tasks in a logical way which
sets them apart in a competitive
market.  
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Our teaching staff are specialists, aiming to inspire all students to enjoy their subject
and achieve their best, regardless of ability. Lessons are fun because the subject
matter is fascinating which makes all the hard work worthwhile.



Business Studies

Business Studies is a popular subject where
students of all abilities achieve success. It
allows you to develop your research and
evaluative skills within the context of the
real world of business. In 2024 45% of our
students achieved A*, A or B grades. Our
students have gone to study a variety of
different degrees including business
management, accounting and marketing
and started apprenticeships with Hewlett
Packard and Microsoft.

make in relation to efficiency, labour
productivity, quality, production,
technology and supply chains.
Environmental issues around operations
are explored too as well as project
management.
‘Decision making to improve human
resource performance’ investigates
human resource planning as well as
objectives and KPIs. The organisational
structure is investigated and how
businesses might change this over time.
The impact of leaders and managers,
teamworking and motivation will be
explored too. Finally rewards, well-being
and employee relationships will be
considered.

PROGRESSION

A Level Business Studies allows
students to develop a range of
research, application and critical
thinking skills that can be applied
to a variety of different careers
including marketing, finance,
human resources, logistics, retail
and sales. Business Studies
provides access to a wide variety of
degree and apprenticeship
courses including marketing,
business management,
accounting, human resources and
international business. 

Which subjects complements
Business?

Computing
Maths
Humanities
English

Denefield Sixth Form | 11

Develop a critical understanding of the business world.

Year 12 Course Structure
‘What is business’ focusses on the building
blocks of the business course and you will
begin to understand why businesses are
established, their purpose and importance
of entrepreneurs and their skills.
‘Forms of business and how stakeholder
influence a business’ delves deeper into
legal ownership structures and importance
of stakeholders.
‘Decision making to improve marketing
performance’ investigates at markets,
marketing objectives and competitiveness,
interpreting marketing data, different types
of markets and the extended marketing
mix.
‘Decision making to improve financial
performance’ investigates revenue, costs
and profits, break-even, cash flow,
managing budgets, increasing profits and
sources of finance. The course starts to
understand financial ratios as a way of
informing management. 
‘Decision making to improve
operational performance’ focusses on
the operational decisions that business will 

Year 13 Course Structure
‘Business culture’ focusses on values of
the business and how culture can shape a
business.
‘Business and society’ focusses on
corporate social responsibility, and
businesses environmental credentials,
short termism, the stakeholder v
shareholder approach and issues such as
‘greenwashing’ and ‘bluewashing’.
‘Business and the external
environment’ explores how political,
economic, social, technological and
environmental issues create a focus for a
business and how they adapt to thrive.
‘Strategic methods’ focusses on how
businesses use a variety of methods to
achieve their strategic goals in order to
grow and thrive.
 

 



BTEC Business Studies

How would you like to be the next
successful entrepreneur? Or perhaps have
work your way up a multi-national
company or have a career in leadership
and management? BTEC in Business will
give you an amazing insight into the real
world of business. This course will enable
you to start one of the many different
career paths to work within the business
sector. These include management, HR,
finance, marketing and business
information management, with the
opportunity to work both in the UK and
internationally. The BTEC National
Extended Certificate in Business is for
students wanting to continue their
education through applied learning, and
who aim to progress to higher education
and ultimately to employment, possibly in
the business sector. 

The units are: 
Unit 1: Exploring Business 
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing
Campaign 
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 
Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection
Process. 

PROGRESSION

Students completing this Diploma
can progress to University or
College to study BTEC Higher
Qualifications (Level 4/5). Due to
the vocational nature of this
qualification, students will also be
able to build the skills necessary to
seek employment in a business-
related industry. 

Course Structure

There is a combination of examined and
coursework units that you will complete
over the two years. 
The Extended Certificate is for learners
who are interested in learning about the
business sector alongside other fields of
study, with a view to progressing to a wide
range of higher education courses, not
necessarily in business-related subjects. 

Assessment

Internal Assessment takes the form of two
coursework units, one of which is
mandatory and one of which is optional.
This constitutes 42% of the final grade.
External Assessment consists of one exam
and one controlled assessment and
constitutes 58% of the final grade. 

Entry Requirements

A minimum grade 4 in GCSE Business or a
Merit in BTEC Enterprise Level 2 
A minimum of Grade 4 in GCSE English
Language. 
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Develop a critical understanding of the business world.



Chemistry

We have excellent practical resources and
technical support from our dedicated prep
room team, allowing teachers to
incorporate practical work into lessons
whenever possible – well beyond the
‘required practicals’ of the curriculum.  

Our students progress onto a wide
range of courses at universities,
including Oxbridge.
Chemistry can lead to careers in
chemical sciences, medicine,
pharmacy, dentistry, biological
sciences, engineering and
environmental sciences. Some will
also go onto non-science related
courses and careers – such as
accountancy – where their
achievements in science A Levels
have served to develop key skills
such as problem-solving and
critical thinking.  
Many undergraduate courses are
very happy to recruit students who
have been successful in their
science A Levels as these courses
are known to be difficult. Students
will have excellent study skills and
the ability to rise to academic
challenge beyond school.  

Course Structure

 1. Physical chemistry
Amount of substance
Energetics
Kinetics
Chemical equilibria, Le Chatelier’s
principle and Kc
Oxidation, reduction and redox
equations
Equilibrium constant Kp for
homogeneous systems
Electrode potentials and
electrochemical cells
Acids and bases.  

 2. Inorganic chemistry
Group 2, the alkaline earth metals
Group 7 (17), the halogens
Properties of Period 3 elements and
their oxides
Transition metals
Reactions of ions in aqueous solution.  

 3. Organic chemistry
Alkanes and alkenes
Halogenoalkanes
Optical isomerism
Amino acids, proteins and DNA
Nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy.
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Our teaching staff are specialists in Chemistry and we aim to inspire all students to
enjoy their subject and achieve their best, regardless of ability. High quality marking
and feedback support students’ progress. 

PROGRESSION









Fine Art

Fine Art is a high performing
course and many of our students
go on to study Creative subjects at
University.
Former Denefield Students are
currently studying both
undergraduate and postgraduate
degree courses at universities
across the UK including the Royal
College of Art in London.  

Introduction and Course Structure

A Level Fine Art is an exciting and well
established course which leads to careers
in the Creative industries, from architecture
to fashion design, to photography film and
television and advertising. Students should
have an open and creative mind, a critical
eye, and the ability to manage their time
well. While A Level Fine Art is both
interesting and fun, to make the most of
the course students should also be able to
manage their time well.  Students will have
the opportunity to visit major art galleries in
London, as well to take part in a study visit
to Florence in Italy.  
In lessons students explore different
practical aspects of Fine Art, which include
oil painting, photography, mixed media
and sculpture. Lessons are carefully
planned to ensure that students receive
high quality tuition in all forms of painting,
drawing and 3-D work. As the course
progresses, lessons are tailor-made to
support students own ideas and interests
in a variety of media. 
Students write a 3000 word commentary
to support their portfolio submission. They
are closely supported in lessons when
writing this academic piece of work.  

Assessment (Exam Board AQA)  

Students are marked on two practical
portfolios of artwork, there is no theory
exam:   

Component 1 is a project which the
students have developed from their
own interests and ideas (60% of the A
Level), and includes a 3000 word
written commentary.   
Component 2 is a shorter practical
project, where the theme is set by the
exam board (40% of the A Level).

Entry Requirements

Grade 5 or above in GCSE Fine Art or GCSE
Art, Craft and Design . For further information please

contact: Mr J Nicholls via
nch@denefield.org.uk
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Our teaching staff are subject specialists with background in Fine Art, Photography &
Digital Media, and Print Making, and have industry experience in advertising, graphic
design and community arts.

PROGRESSION

















Philosophy

There are many employment
opportunities for successful
ensemble practitioners in the areas
of live performance, session music,
musical theatre, community music
and commercial bands. 

The qualification supports entry to
higher education courses in a wide
range of disciplines such as
Performing Arts, Music Industry
Management, Music Business and
Arts Management, Media and
Popular Music Performance. It is
also an asset for careers in
teaching, film, journalism, music
therapy and social work. 

Our qualified and enthusiastic teachers
have established A Level Philosophy and
Ethics as a popular course, building on
prior knowledge from GCSE Philosophy
and Ethics (of which the average grade was
a 7), while being accessible to those who
have not studied Philosophy before.

Course Structure

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion (33.3%)
Students will learn about ancient
philosophical influences, the nature of the
soul, mind and body, arguments for and
against the existence of God, the nature
and impact of religious experiences, the
problem of evil, ideas about the nature of
God and issues in religious language.
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Develop a critical understanding of the disciplines of philosophy and ethics.

You will study three units:

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics (33.3%)
Learners will study normative ethic
theories, ethical language and thought,
debates surrounding the significant idea of
conscience, sexual ethics and the influence
on ethical thoughts of development in
religious beliefs. 

Paper 3: Developments in Religious
Thoughts (33.3%)
We explore religious beliefs, values and
teachings, their interconnections and how
they vary historically and in the
contemporary world; sources of religious
wisdom and authority, practices which
shape and express religious identity, and
how these vary within a tradition; social
and historical developments in theology
and religious thought; and key themes
related to the relationship between religion
and society.

 1. Sharpens Critical Thinking
Philosophy teaches you how to
construct, evaluate, and critique
arguments.
You learn to question assumptions and
think deeply about complex ideas.

 2. Improves Communication Skills
You become better at expressing ideas
clearly and logically—both in writing
and speech.
These are transferable skills that apply
across almost every subject and career.

 3. Encourages Independent Thought
Philosophy doesn't offer easy answers.
It teaches students to think for
themselves.
It fosters open-mindedness, intellectual
curiosity, and resilience in facing
uncertainty.

 4. Interdisciplinary Relevance
Philosophy connects with politics,
ethics, science, psychology, religion and
law.
Great complement to subjects like
History, English, Politics, Sociology,
Psychology or Maths.

PROGRESSION
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