Newsletter January, 2011

Welcome
Welcome to our Spring Newsletter, | hope you had a lovely Christmas and
New Year and enjoyed all of the festivities. | would like to take this

opportunity to officially welcome Tara to our staff team, she has lots
experience of working with both children and adults with varying learning
disabilities and I'm sure she will become a valued member of staff.

We said goodbye to Matthew and Oliver at the end
of last term as Matthew is starting on his adventure
into Primary School and Oliver is going to attend the
Pre School.
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We have had some new children start with us

during last term and this term, they were Callan,
Holly and Rhianna who joined us last term and Marc, Nahum, Monty and Alfie
who are starting this term. I'm sure all of the children will enjoy getting to
know them and showing them all the fun things we get up to when Mummy
and Daddy have gone!!

Dates for your diary

If your child attends nursery term time only please refer to the Denefield
School website for our dates of opening (www.denefield.org.uk). If you would
like your child to still attend through the holidays for a few sessions please ask
me and | will be happy to book them in if there is availability. We have set a
date of Thursday 10 February, 2011 as our designated day to meet with you,
the parents. | would like to emphasise the importance of this meeting as it is
an ideal opportunity for you to sit down with your child’'s Key Person and
discuss your child’s progress, look at the work they have been completing and
discuss any issues that you or the Key Person may have. | shall be putting a
list up on each door with various times on, each slot will be 10 minutes,
please look at this list and sign up as soon as you can. | have booked a
photographer to come into Nursery on 2 June, 2011 to take some pictures of
your children. The photographer is called Penny and she takes amazing
photos and will be very reasonably priced. I've used this photographer in the
past and | can't praise her skills enough, I'm looking forward to it!!

Thank you

I'd like to say a big thank you for all your support last term with various
requests. As I'm sure you will agree the Christmas Concert was a roaring
success, made that much better with your continuing support. The staff put a
lot of effort into this production with practising songs, getting costumes ready
and encouraging the children as much as they can.
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Thank you for contributing to the food for the party, and an extra thank you to
Natalia, Alex's Mum who kindly donated the cupcakes, as I'm sure you will
agree they were scrumptious and with all your kind donations we raised
£34.00 in aid of the Berkshire Autistic Society.

Earlier in the term the Nursery also took part in Children in Need, all the
children had great fun icing biscuits, dressing up and making Pudsey all
spotty with coins. For this event we raised £24.00.

Parking outside the Nursery

| can appreciate that with a busy car park dropping off and picking up your
children during the day does cause parking issues. The school is fully aware
of this issue and | thank you for your patience, with the move to the new
building later on this year the parking issue will be addressed and we hope to
have a designated drop off area. Whilst we are in this building | would
appreciate your continuing support with drop offs, please leave your car in an
appropriate place so that emergency access is always available.

Opening Times

Please can | remind you that the Nursery opens at 7.45am with varying
sessions finishing throughout the day. AM sessions end at 1.00pm ready for
the PM session to join us, term time sessions end at 5.00pm and the full year
children’s day ends at 6.00pm. Staff shifts vary depending on the number of
children so these times are very important to stick to as it could leave the
Nursery out of ratio and breaking the Ofsted rules. Please understand that it
is not always possible to talk to each parent at length at the end of each
session because of ratio restrictions so please be understanding if your Key
Person has to say goodbye promptly. With the nursery numbers increasing it
is more essential that you are here in good time, we really want to avoid
having to charge for late pick ups so please be prompt.
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Policies and Procedures

| am busy updating all of the Nursery policies and procedures to come in line
with the school review cycle and to also incorporate the Early Years
Foundation Stage. The Nursery currently have 35 policies which include
safeguarding children and child protection, supervision of children on outings,
supporting children with SEN, achieving positive behaviour, administering
medicines, calpol policy, managing children with allergies, or who are sick or
infectious and an emergency closure policy. These may be new or have
changed since your child joined us, if you would like a copy of these or would
like to refresh your memory please see me.

Safety

Safety for your children is always one of our main priorities, we have set out
measures to enable the Nursery to be as safe and secure for both staff and
children. We have a safety notice on the gate reminding all staff, parents and
visitors to the Nursery to bolt the gate and secure the hook, | know this can be
difficult with carrying all your child’s belongings but please be aware how
important keeping the gate securely locked is. In the coming weeks the way
we open the front door will be changing, again keeping in mind the safety
aspect. When you knock on the door or ring the bell please make yourself
visible through the window so that we can check who is at the door before we
open it. | advise all parents not to let unknown people follow them into the
Nursery or open the door to any parents, even if you know them, this is the
job for our staff team only. | thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

Note from Caterpillars

-
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Happy New Year to all our parents, we would like to

start by saying goodbye and good luck to Charlie who
= has moved up to the Butterfly Room at the beginning
":i of the year. Thank you for all the lovely Christmas
cards and gifts, and we hope you all liked the
Mkttt Christmas art folder that your child made for you
before Christmas. Joseph Griffiths, Callan Traill, Bethany Holley, Joseph
Carter, Sophia Jubb and James Vought all turned one last term along with
Holly Moulsley this month and we all enjoyed singing happy birthday and
blowing out the candles!!

This term we are developing a ‘family board’ for all the children to look at and
share with each other. We would like you to bring in some photos for this
board of any family members, pets etc that we can colour copy, laminate and



Newsletter January, 2011

add to this board. The original photos will then be returned as we know how
precious these are. Last term we asked you all about your children’s interest
at home, please talk to your child’s Key Person to make sure these haven't
changed. We are encouraging children to explore lots of different textures
and experience new things, with these experiences comes mess, please
make sure your child has a full set of spare clothes with them just incase they
get dirty with paint, mud or food etc.

Note from Butterfly Room
Welcome back to everyone and we hope your enjoyed the
Christmas festivities. We are encouraging the children to
be as independent as possible in the room by labelling
their pegs, boots and drawers so that they can look after
their own belongings whilst at Nursery. We have water on
offer in the room constantly and the children are
encouraged to help themselves. At dinner time the
children choose what they would like to eat and drink and
are encouraged to give everything a try! We encourage helpfulness, being
polite and using our manners throughout our daily routine and the children are
really enjoying learning about independence and making their own choices.
This is a valuable lesson for each child to have before they venture off to
Primary School. As I'm sure you have all noticed we are in the process of
moving the room around to help make the learning environment more
stimulating and as exciting for the children as possible, please bear with us
whilst this is going on, it will be worth the wait! Thank you to all the parents

for supplying hats, gloves, scarves, wellies and all the appropriate weather
clothing, the children love going for walks in all weathers and especially
puddle splashing!!
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In our room everything is on offer all the time, with this in mind we remind
parents to send children to Nursery in clothes they don’t mind getting dirty and
to have a full set of spare clothes on their peg. We have aprons for the
children to use when they are painting and playing with water but even with
these precautions the children still manage to get messy! Keep checking your
child’s drawer at the end of each day for any special masterpieces to take
home.

Note from the Manager

A>A_ Thank you to all parents for welcoming me into the Nursery, |
'\ have really enjoyed getting to know you all and your children.
Katie and Laura have both settled in really well and along
with the rest of our staff team are doing a fantastic job. The
time was gone so quickly and the staff and | were so happy
with the results of our Ofsted report. Ofsted reported that
‘Children in the nursery are happy, form positive relationships with adults and
other children and work and play well together. As a result, they make the
progress expected for their ages. They are safe, secure and well supervised.
Staff are sensitive to the individual needs and all welfare requirements are
met. Children’s well-being is enhanced by good organisation, risk
assessments and an atmosphere that promotes safety on a daily basis.
Children are aware of how to stay safe at an early age. Indoor learning
environment is set up with a variety of activities to promote learning and
discovery.’

We have worked really hard to change and develop the Nursery and are
hoping to keep moving forward and to get better! | am hoping to finish my
Early Years Professional Status in March, 2011 and am now busy finding
evidence and work for this. | am going to be changing the display board in the
Lobby Area, to include a display about the children’s learning journeys, this
will make it much easier for you to see how we monitor and record each
child’s steps in their development. I'm always on hand if anyone needs to
speak with me and you can always either phone me directly on 0118 9728970
or email me on JMS@denefield.org.uk. A link will be put onto the Denefield
School website to complete a questionnaire about the nursery, what we do
and how we can improve the service we offer to both the children and
parents. | would be very grateful if you could complete this by Friday 4 March,
2011.

| look forward to a very fun and hectic 2011 and your continued support.

Jayne Miles
Nursery Manager



