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                                             DENEFIELD SCHOOL

Denefield School Accessibility Plan June 2011 
Introduction

The SEN and Disability Act 2001 extended the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA) 1995 (DDA) to cover education. Since September 2002, the Governing Body has had three key duties towards students with physical impairment, under Part 4 of the DDA:
· Not to treat students with a physical disability less favourably for a reason related to their disability;

· To make reasonable adjustments for students with physical impairments, so that they are not at a substantial disadvantage;

· To plan to increase access to education for students with physical impairments.

This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of the school to increase access to education for students with physical impairments in the three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA, namely:

· Increasing the extent to which students with physical impairments can participate in the school curriculum;

· Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which students with physical impairments can take advantage of education and associated services;

· Improving the delivery to students/parents and carers with physical impairments of information which is provided in writing for students/parents and carers who do not have a disability.

It is a requirement that the school’s accessibility plan is resourced, implemented and reviewed and revised on a regular basis. The school will review and report progress against the plan to parents on an annual basis.
In preparing this accessibility plan the school has carried out a self evaluation audit and has consulted with parents, students and staff. The following areas were considered:

· Access to the curriculum

· Access to the physical environment

· Access to information

Below is a summary of the findings from the self evaluation and consultations indicating what we already do to promote accessibility, what actions have been taken and finally what actions we propose to take as a result of the consultations in order to achieve the desired targets along with the planned timescale.

The vision and values supporting the purpose of the plan
The aims of the school in relation to students with Special Educational Needs (SEN) is set out in the Governors’ Policy for Special Educational Needs and states that:

The Special Educational Needs (SEN) policy is integral to Denefield School's aim to provide the highest

quality education, enabling all students to realise their individual potential.

The school will:

· Ensure all staff are made aware of students with SEN and their individual needs and staff

responsibilities for meeting these needs

· Provide regular training and updates to staff to encourage a good standard of teaching and learning for all students including those with SEN

· Ensure students with SEN are included in a broad and balanced curriculum, providing support and

resources where needed

· Encourage healthy social and emotional development in students, to improve self esteem, personal responsibility and independent learning.

· Work in partnership with students, parents and relevant outside agencies to ensure the needs of

SEN students are met 

As laid down in the Education Reform Acts of 1988 and 1993, and Every    Child Matters 2004 each student will follow a broad balanced and coherent curriculum relating to the national curriculum. We aim to provide teaching which makes learning challenging and enjoyable and to enable the student to realise their potential.
The Governors’ Policy for SEN is equally applicable to students with physical impairment as well as students with other SEN. The accessibility plan concentrates on areas relating to accessibility as a result of physical impairment.

School SEN data and consultation response data

The initial self evaluation audit was carried out in June 2010. At the time of the audit, in our school community we had:

· 24 students with a statement

· 67 school action plus students

· 176 students on school action

· We had 5 LAC students and 52 students with English as an additional language EAL

· There were 489 students with disclosed medical issues

· There were 94 children on the inclusion list. Their physical impairments ranged from asthma, epilepsy, diabetes and allergies

· There was one member of staff registered as disabled

· The school has analysed the Inclusion register, LAC and EAL data as regards exam performance and the findings show that the students perform well at exams, having positive added value
· All students

· Took part fully in the curriculum

· Participated in extracurricular activities

· Are fully involved in enrichment programmes and social interaction#

· Go on school visits

The consultation with parents and staff was carried out in July 2010. Responses were received up to the end of September 2010. Consultation with students took place in February 2011.  the following responses were received

Parents 
– 
32

Staff

-
18

Students
-
 9

Summary findings

1. Access to the curriculum

What the school does well
· The school, staff and governors all share a philosophy for inclusion

· The staff seek to remove any barriers to learning and participation that exist

· Staff are provided with regular updates of the SEN register to ensure that all staff are aware of students’ needs

· Differentiated learning allows for students with physical impairment to participate in lessons and activities wherever possible

· Specific computer technology is provided where required to support the learning of students with physical impairment

· Specific resources are provided where necessary to support the teaching of students with a physical impairment as appropriate, eg text books with extra large print, 

· Strategies to help support these identified needs are also available

· The school makes full use of all relevant outside agencies to ensure that all students are catered for

Actions required by the school to maintain and improve access to the curriculum

· Ensure that all supply staff are aware of any students SEN in lessons that they cover

· Investigate and provide specific computer software as required for individual student needs. This may follow consultation with staff and parents, or through specific needs identified through statement.
· Improve the quality of all classroom speakers through installing additional speakers in some rooms to provide surround sound

· Provide teacher voice amplification hardware particularly in larger rooms, eg hall
2. Access to the physical environment
What the school does well

· The school provides level access enabling students access to most areas of the school curriculum. 

· The school has installed accessible toilets facilities for use by students, staff and visitors
· The school’s redecoration programme is ensuring the use of calming colours and tonal 

· contrast best suits the needs of students with a visual impairment

· External lighting has been improved to allow safe access throughout and around the school.

· Classrooms have been fitted with solar film or blinds to reduce the amount of glare in the classrooms

· Individual radio aids are provided for students with hearing impairment, as required 

· Classrooms are furnished to reduce the impact of noise pollution, eg carpets on floors.

· A disabled parking bay is available close to the main school entrance. The usage is monitored to ensure that one space remain sufficient

· Paving and surfacing around the school has been improved 

· A new fire alarm system installed throughout the school provides visual as well as audible warning

· New fire doors with hold back mechanism during the school opening hours, allows for much improved access around the school

· Main visitor Reception has an automatic door, low level push button and low level desk

Actions required by the school to improve access to the physical environment

· Refurbishment of the science and technology block will allow better access to the curriculum as music will be available on the ground floor

· Refurbishment of the science and technology block will provide better accessibility as all new doors will be DDA compliant

· There is currently no lift access to the first floor. Provision for all lessons to be conducted on the ground floor will be made as necessary. Only the library will remain inaccessible to some physically impaired students once the refurbishment of the school is complete. 
· Provision of accessible shower facilities will be considered when refurbishing our existing changing room facilities

3. Access to information

What the school does well

· The introduction of a text messaging service has improved communication with parents 
· The school has a standard print format for providing information to parents. Any requests for enlarged print or an alternative format would be dealt with on an individual basis.

· Consult with parents through the parents forum meetings. The school is also consulting with parents  before responding to the government (via the LA) on the new White Paper on the future of SEN identification and provision and the proposed new Education, Health and Care plans
Actions required by the school to improve access to information

· Communication of extended learning tasks was raised by one parent as an issue during the consultation. As an extended learning survey is currently underway, no action is being recommended within this accessibility plan

Accessibility summary of actions

	
	Area of concern
	Issue raised by
	Proposed action
	Responsible person
	Timescale

	
	Access to the curriculum
	
	
	
	

	1
	Up to date knowledge of all students with physical impairment
	Staff 
	SEN register is updated regularly. Cover manager to ensure that all supply staff are aware where they can obtain up to date information and strategies on all students.
	SENCO/ Cover manager
	Ongoing

	2
	Provision of alternative computer technology
	Parent/ Staff
	Alternative technology will be investigated on an individual basis to match any needs, particularly as identified in an individual statement
	SENCO/ ICT Manager
	Ongoing

	3
	Noise levels sometimes distort the sound quality of recordings in the classroom
	Student
	Investigate and install different speaker systems in relevant classrooms on a rolling programme basis
	ICT Manager
	From Summer 2012 as tied in with development project

	4
	 Not always able to hear teacher clearly      
	Student
	Investigating voice amplification systems tied in to new building. If works will consider further installation across school into large rooms
	ICT Manager
	Summer 2012 and ongoing

	
	Access to the physical environment
	
	
	
	

	5
	Music curriculum only available if possible to access 1st floor
	Audit
	Refurbishment of science & technology block will create ground floor music facilities
	Denefield Development Project
	By end 2012

	6
	Not all areas have doors that are compliant with DDA guidelines
	Audit
	New science block and refurbishment of science and technology block will address this in these areas. Other doors are being updated as and when doors are being renewed
	Denefield Development Project and Finance & Business Manager on an ongoing basis
	By end of 2012 for new building and refurbishment. On going for main building

	7
	There is no lift access to first floor and library. 
	Audit
	Alternative arrangements are put in place to provide lessons on ground floor when necessary. There are no immediate plans to install a lift but the possibility for the future will be reviewed
	
	

	8
	There is no provision of accessible shower facilities
	Audit/ staff
	Provision will be considered when refurbishing the existing student changing rooms
	Finance & Business Manager
	By Easter 2012

	
	Access to information
	
	
	
	

	9
	How extended learning tasks are communicated to students with physical impairment
	Parent
	There is currently an extended learning survey being undertaken and this will be reviewed within that brief
	Training Co-ordinator
	September 2012 


Overall summary
The overall response to the consultations was disappointing however, the thorough self evaluation audit highlighted a number of improvements that have been made over the last few years. These have been indicated under ‘What the school does well’. The low response from parents and staff could therefore be attributed to the acknowledgement that the school has already improved accessibility and there are no significant issues.
Where parents have made individual comments we have tried to deal with these on an individual level and a key area identified is the importance of communication within the staff to ensure that both supply cover are aware of students needs and that parents are aware of who they should contact if there are any outstanding concerns.

This plan has been prepared in consultation with:

Ms D Smale 
-
SENCO

Mrs S Shortt
-
Vice Chair of Governors

Mrs C Beckett
-
Finance & Business Manager

Date of approval – September 2011 

Date of next review – September 2012 

